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menti It saves time. It saves laboui, 
antl in short, it wintens. the cloth, 
without weakening its stienglii ana its 
fibie. 

Now, my good fnend, it seems 
strange, that you, wli<5 aie so much 
for speculation, adveiUuie, and im- 
jjrovenvent ni your own profession, 
ihould think that tne constitution of 
politics can neser stand m need of 
improvement. For my part, 1 con- 
sider a reform in the lomnion's h^use 
of pailiament, a stne qua nnn of 
national education, luducatioii is only 
bleaching a brown web into a white 
one. 'ihcse aie both processes which 
admit of much abrutgment> The 
common mind, dirty and soiled, like 
the brown and soaped web, may be 
whitened and purified more sately, 
certainly, and expedilioubly, than it 
has been. In that diriy i..angaoese 
is contamed the essence ot the process, 
its vital air. Us vtrtue lay, and wowld 
still have Uiii neglected, had not 
the [jower ot philosophy drawn it 
from Its darkness and dungeon. In 
this coaibe and iinpiomising ore, we 
discover that vital air, that popular 
power, which those wlio know its value, 
and those only, can dfaw forth, to 
puige, and puiify the sUins and foul- 
nesses, which eveiy thing on, eaith 
contMcts, mental or inaleiial, and 
what 19 oldest, most. Theie is a 
hidden vaitie in the roost cominon 
things. Blest is the governuient 
■which has the mtiiDation to educe 
it. But most governments wish the 
roanufactuie of mmd to he idle. 
'Fheir neglect, like fautterinilk sour, 
rots the ciotli. 'i neir vitriol sour of 
'strong goveinment burns it. Our 
weakness, oar vices, and our preju- 
dices are found the most pioduciive 
sources of revenue. 'I'he cloth will 
at length be whitened by nature's 
process ; by the air, the light, and 
the water : so the natuial improve- 
ability ot humanity, may be accelerated 
by the benevolent ingenuity of art. 
'Ihe'true -s/«pie of every country is 
JSJAN, he may be exposed to the 
purer air ot philosophy, or remain 
in the btagnant pool ot couuptioo, 
he may be placed under the infiuence 
eitherbf a Lancaster or ot aFoKsrea.- 

X. 



SliVENTH REPORT tROM THIS COMMIS- 
SIGNERS OF THE BaARD OF tOUCA- 
TlOtS, itr IRblAND. 

To hn Grace, Charks Duke jyf Kick- 
mond and Lenox, Sfc. Lord Liev.' 
tenant, gemml, andgenerul Govavtor 
oj Ireland. 

M AY I r PLEASE YOUR ORACE, 

WE tlie undei signed commissiop- 
ers^ appouited for inquiiing in- 
to the several funds and revenues 
granted for the .purposes of education, 
and mto the state and condition of all 
sthools upon public or charitable 
foundations in li eland, beg leave to 
l.iy befoi-e your giace our report upon 
tiie Hibernian School m the Phceni.ic 
Paik, for maiiuaiimig, educating, and 
apprenticing the orpi-ans and children 
ot boldieis m Ireland, 

A petition having been presented 
ill the year 1769 to his present ma- 
jesty, from the then lord piimate, 
the archbishop of Dublin, the lord 
chancellor, with diveis nobleijjen, 
bbhqps, judges, gentry, and clergy 
of the kingdom of heland, stating, 
" That upon the death of non com- 
missioned officers and private men in 
the auny ot said kingdom, and upon 
the removal of regiments, and of drafts 
fiom regiments to /oreign service, 
great numbeiij ot children had been 
left destitute of all means of subsis- 
tence) that a subscription had been 
set on foot in the year 1764, for 
laising a fund to support the eslablish- 
nif lit of an hospital, m oider to pre- 
serve childien left in such circum- 
stances tiom popeiy, beggary, and 
idleiiess; tlij^t the subsciibeis had re. 
ceived great encomageroent from 
purlunient and the public, and said 
petitioners praying, th.jt his 'majesty 
would be giaciously pleased, by let- 
ters patent under the great seal of 
the sa'd kingdom of Ireland to in- 
corpoiate said petitioners and other 
sutiscrioeis to said charitable insti- 
tution," his majesty was graciously 
pleased to approve of said charitable 
instilHtion, and beit^g desirous that i 
snould be conducted iwth such etono 
my and jegulanty as might rcnde 
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it a lasting benefit to the said militfiry 
seivite of the kingdom of IreUixl. 
did by letteis patent,' be^ung dal,e 
the lolh dd) of July i7b9, iiicoipo- 
Mte said bociely by the name of 
"The liibemian Society in Uubliii, 
for inauUawimg, educdting, and ap- 
prenticing the orphans and childieii 
o> soWier» m IreUnid for ever," to- 
gether with the otiier powers neces- 
sarj for tlie ends of their incorpo- 
rdtiort. This cbaitergi'Aftts a comnion 
seal to the society, with poweis to 
purchase, receive, and enjoy in per- 
petuity, lands, teneineiiis, &c. not 
•xceetling the amount of two thousand 
pounds per anoMim ; to receive do- 
nations, and therewiith to erect, main- 
tain, and sup,port ii» all places ot the 
said kuvgdou), when; they shall judge 
thesame most <iecessaiy and couv.eni- 
e^it, such hospitals m they should 
think proper. 

In order more effectually tc pro- 
mote the ends of the institution, his 
ma/esty was gr4cioU5ly pleased to 
giant a new ciurter to the society, 
bearing date the 6lh of Febiuary, 
1808, by which they are empowered 
to place 111 the regular army, as 
pirivate soldiers., ui such corps as froin 
time to time his majesty shall please 
t(> appoint (but with llieir own free 
consent) the orphans and children of 
so.ldiers in Ireland for ever, By tins 
charter also, the members ot the cor- 
poration, formerly elective, are m fu- 
ture to be appointed b> his majesty, 
or the lord lieutenant, or other chief 
governor or governois of lielaiid for 
the tune beins ; and the piesident 
and vice piesident, who were aKo 
heretofore elective, ^re to lie <|l<A.avs 
thfs lord lieutenant, and com.nander 
in chief of the toices, or, in his ab- 
sence, the general otiioer commanding 
the troops in Ireland. 

The Hibernian school, to which a 
farm of abotft nineteen acres is at- 
tached, stands III the south western 
angle of his majesty's Phoeiii'c Park, 
aboMt two English miles from the 
nearest pait of the city, and nearly 
three frpm the castle of"^ Dublin. The 
situation, which is elevated, commands 
an extensive and chearful view over 
a lid] and vaiiegated tract of counlry, 
terminating m the Dublin and Wicklow 
mouiuaub; ajid is >a every respect 



sa!ub)ioiis, with the exception of Us 
being uithappily de^tltute uf that prime 
necessary ot lite, good waier. JLtForts 
have been made to remedy so senoUs 
an evil by a foicing pump, but after 
sinking to a considerable depili, the 
waier produced has. been found (it foe 
culinary purpo^es only ; and a con- 
siderable quaiititv, tor dunking;, washing 
and other uses, still continues to be 
drawn uj> a steep ascent from th^ 
river Llfiey with considerable toil and 
ex(.-ense. Perennial springs, howevei, 
Ixave been dbcovered in the Phoenix 
Paik, from wneiice a plentiful >upply 
of excellent watei may be conduciecl 
to the uistitution by i);ietal pipes, at 
an expense <fl about one thousan<l 
poundh, and a plan for this purpose 
has been submitted to the governors. 

The touiidatian of the school was 
laid dui'ing the admmisliatjon af luul 
Townshend, on the 31st of October 
176J), and it was opened m 1767. 
Since that peiiod the number of chil- 
tlreii hd3 gradually eiicieased to tour 
hundred and hfty, the present es- 
tablishment, of whom one hundred 
and <itty are females; a considerable 
auginematior) however is in coniem- 
pUtioii, and the exteniive buildings 
alieady added, with others rapidly 
advaiuiiig, will render this school 
(whiih IS to be assimilated as neaily 
as possible to the ClieUe* Asjiuin) 
an iiiMtitutioi) of gieai national interei<c 
and inipoit.nce. It consists of a centre 
one hundred and thiit^-eight feet, by 
foity eight, ctiiiiiecteU uy subordinate 
buildings to laige projecting wing-,, 
eight) -loui feet by tilty .each, forming 
a trout ot three hmidied feet, three 
stories tiigh, and of plain substantial 
masonry. 'I he center contains ti>e 
boy>' scho'Ms, a ilming hall and dor- 
mitorie-., hikI ai present the apartmeafs 
of ihe clu<plain, and adjutant, and 
stewaid; but aa the ea-,tern wmg, now 
neaily hiushed, will contain commo- 
dious apartments for these officers, 
aiiu also for tlie comra.mdant, the 
rooms whkh they now occupy will 
be conveited into an additional school- 
room, and doinutories lor buys. 

Ihe present diniig-hall, sixiy-six feet 
by twenty, is barely siiftkient for the 
present establishment ; but the foun- 
dations of a spacipus diniiig-'hall, one 
hundred feet by forty, aud thirty 
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two feet high, and sufficient to ac- 
commodate eight hundred children, 
have been Uid at the reie ot the 
boys' schools, with which itwillcom- 
TOumcate by coveied coiridoie^, one 
bundled and sixty (eet long, b-y leii 
wide, 111 »hicii the boys may p\iy 
ai;d parade in wet weather; when 
this IS finished, the present dining 
hall Will be convcited inlo a sthool- 
loom, and thiji in the ijew airajige- 
ineiil there will be two school rooms 
for boys, each sixty six feet by twenty, 
and thirteen feet high, to whifcli it is 
plopo^ed to add a thud ot dimensions 
not infeiior, taken from the piesent 
apartmente of the officers ; it is m. 
tehded, as has been stated to us, 
that these school lootns shall be suf. 
iKJiently spacious tor the accomnio- 
dation of six huiidied children, but 
it would pel haps be adviseable to 
subdivide them, as the noise oc- 
casioned by two hundi'ed children 
reciting their lessons at once m the 
same room, must be very distressing 
to th? teachers ; this circumstance 
has in the fouiulling hospital been 
judiciously attei.tU-d ' to, where the 
iichoojs do not exceed in dimensions 
forty feet by twenty, and the chihJien 
insti ucted m each, seldom exceed 
seventy. The boys' dorniitones, on 
the second floor, are very fine, they 
are over the school rooms and of si. 
inilai dimensions, and as they tomtnum- 
caie by an open aii.h-way in tlie 
center, they may be coiisideied as 
one spacious apartment, one hundretl 
and thtrty-tbiee fc .t long, by twenty 
wide, and tiuiteeij teet high ; as 
the windows, which are sufficiently 
numerous, tace the iioit'i, these ctormi. 
tones enjoy but litt>e of tiie ^lui, 
jet m Consequence ot having a window 
at each end', they liave thorough an, 
and seem peifectly tree from damp ; 
over the>e on Hie luii'd llooi are 
aoimitoiies peifectly similar, and all 
these, with one of smaUev dimensions 
on this floor, which is thirty -toui by 
twenty foui feet, are well lighted, 
well veutikled, and kept perfectly 
neat and i.leaii , the beds, howevei, 
one hundred and {lUy-iune in number, 
aie 111 contact w. thou any space what- 
ever beiweeii Ihem ; a cirtumstanif 
not perlia|>, tavou;ab!e to health, and 
certainly ptoouctive of inconvenience 



in making the beds, and cleansing 
tiie looms ; in each ot these five 
doimitoiies an assistant sleeps to pre- 
seiye older 

'I he western lying, already finished, 
is exclusiiely appiopiialed to the fe- 
male children, one hundied and fifty 
in Dumbei, who are thus juqicioubly 
detached fiom theiothei parts ot the 
ctabiishment, having their own ap- 
propriate play gicund; this wmg 
contains, exclusive of a 8|iacious staii • 
case, a school room forty two feet by 
twenty one,adininghallthiit\ seven teet 
by twenty one, with a wash-nouse and 
landry, torly-six ieet by sevepteen, 
ail on the giound floor; oyer the 
school room and dining hall, on the 
second and third floor, aie dormitories 
ot simdai dimensions, containing eighty- 
one beds, and over the landry aie 
two as yet unappropriated looms, 
forty-six by seventeen each ; all these 
are spacious, airy, and lightsome, and 
are perlectly neat and clean, the beds 
here, however, as ip the boys' dormi- 
toi les, are in contact ; in this wiiia 
theit aie also convenient apaitments 
for two school mistresB^s, contiguous 
to the doi in I lories. 

'i he kitclien, bread- room, and other 
necessary stores, judiciously placed 
between the male and female parts of 
the institution, to which they aie well 
connected, aie spacious and coiivemcnt ; 
aptrtures neai the ceding ot the kitchen 
to emit the ^teain, which (s occasional- 
ly excessive, would be an impiovement. 

The wings of the buildiqg, and the 
othei additions aie erected in a man- 
ner much to the ciedit of the archi- 
tect, Mr. Johnson; the roofhowever 
of the oiigiila! central budding is so 
Sleep, and' the slates so small, that it 
lequires perpetual repair, and in stoimy 
weather is dangeiou>, a circumstante 
wnich will no doubt be attended to, 
and lemedied 

To the eastward of the dining ball, 
in an airy situation and perfectly 
detached, an intirmary is tobeerected 
ot dimensions prop>)rtionale to the 
number of the children to which it 
IS pioposed to augment the est. blish- 
ment: the tto apartments used at 
piesent as iniirmaries, thirty four by 
sixteen eacti, aie not suflaciently ven- 
tilated for the purpose to which they 
aie assiguedj they are dispropor»ioned 
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so the extent of the institutien ; and 
the tever->*drd, though a well veijtiUt- 
ed apartment thirty-tliiee feet by 
twenty-three, is accessible only through 
the convalexent room ; but these 
te.nporary mLOiiveniencies will of 
eouiie tenvundle when the intended 
intiriiury i$ liiuslied, when these a- 
paitnients will no doubt be applied 
to the enlaigenjent of tJie foijndauon. 

The chapel, aljout one hundred 
afld eighty yards to the northward 
ot the new dining-hall, from winch 
it is separated by the garden, is neat 
and convenient, jout not being sut- 
nciently spacious to accommoddte the 
number ot childieii to which it is 
proposed to augment the establishment, 
It wrll probably be found necessary 
to enlarge it. 

From the platform in front of the Hi- 
bernian school, the ground rapidly des- 
cends tO'tWe boundary wall and offices ; 
the latter buildings, which at present 
greatly disfiguietlie general appediances 
of this fine institution, are to be taken 
down and rebuilt jn the intended faim- 
yard ; and this space, when properly 
dressed and brought as near to a level as 
local circuin»lances will admits will form 
a noble area, in which tne boys may 
play, and perform their mditaiy evolu- 
iions. 

I'he fauT) attached to the school 
being entirely under cultivation, the 
cows necessary to supply milk, and 
generally thirty in number, are pas- 
tured in the Fhcenix Park without any 
charge U) the institution. 

Ihe childiisn admissible ints this 
school roust be between the ages of 
seven and twelve years, and the chil- 
dieu of non-coinmissioned officeis or 
soldieis of the line, in actual service, 
or of sokheis deceased,, or reduced, 
or removed tq foreign service ; ihey 
ar,e admitted otj the certificate of 
some commissioned officer, or other 
cieditable person, and in the selection 
preference is given fiPil, to oi plians ; 
secondly, to those whose fatheis have 
been killed or h^ve 4ied on foreign 
service, thirdly, to those who have lost 
their mothers, and whose fathers aie 
absent on foieign dutj abroad; fouith- 
ly, to those whose fathers are ordered 
on foreign service, or whose parents 
have other children to manitaui , and 
it is required that patents of triouds, 
applying (or admission of childien; 
fihalt sign Uiek cooi>eut to tkeir re- 



maining in the school so long as the 
governors may ttiink fit, and to their 
being disposed of at a proper age, 
at their discietion as apprentices or 
servants, or, if boys, lo their being 
placed, with their own fiee consent, 
as private soldiers in the regglararray ; 
in cases however of peculiar distre.s, 
children under the age of seven years 
ate received) and theieareat present 
a few ot that description in tlie ichools. 
'J'he number of children at piesent 
on the establishrnent, and to which 
the accomniodalions are fully compe- 
tent are, as already mentipned, four 
bundled and fitty, of whpm tbrep 
hundred are boys, and one hundred 
and fifty giils. On tneath of January 
17Q9, the cliijdren m the schools were 
in number two hundred and two, 
since which period to the 5th of 
January I809(aspace of about ten yeais) 
nine hundred and sixty-four have beeu 
admitted, making a total of eleven 
hundred and sixty-six ; of these four 
hundred and forty-eight were in the 
schools on the 5th of January J 809, 
four hundred and thirty -eight have 
been appi enticed, two hundred and 
sixteen leturned to parents, twenty- 
three given to the army, six boys 
I an away, and thirty-five only died. 
The annual average number of children 
being three hundred and twenty seven, 
this mortality, amounting only to three 
and hve tenths or little more than 
one in a Imndred, must appear very 
inconsiderable, and is the best evi- 
dence of the salubrity of the situation^ 
aud the care taken of the children. 
The dietary which is given m th« 
appendix is judicious, and the article? 
of food appealed to one of tne members 
of our board, who went to inspect 
this establishment, to ")e not only 
excellent m quality, but in quantity 
abundant, .though not profuse. Ihe 
children appear, with very few ex- 
ceptions, to be healthy, active and 
chearful, and smgulaily free from 
scrofulous complaints, there being at 
present but four who appear to be 
afflicted with that c&mplaiiit, wliich 
has of late years become so cammoa 
in most of our chanty schools not- 
withstanding the paius taken to ex- 
clude It; of the three hundred bojs 
at present in the schools, fifty of the 
youngest are under the care of a 
mistress, a female being considered 
as more competent to Diaaage cbtidreu 
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nf so fendfr an age; the reiiiainder 
Me d'YKied into live nearly equal 
poitioiis, dishibuted among the same 
niimbef ol inas>'ei's, each of whom 
having his division pieviously sub- 
divided into coirtt'iiiciit classes, witli 
& iiiotjitor over eacli, instructs the 
boys m spelling \Mth explanation, 
reading, writing', and anthmetic, and 
catechisms suitable to the age and 
capueity of each boy ; the cliaplain, 
who 18 constantly in one or other 
of the schools, besides examining from 
time to time the progress made by 
the boys under each master respectively 
in the ditierent blanches ot education, 
has a cla->s consisting of about thirty 
boys, composed of detachmeiHs tiom 
each sebool', virhicb he lectures in the 
lioly sciiptures. The boys are kept 
^ternately at labour and instruction ; 
two classy of the Stsonger boys, a- 
bout sixty in number, are emptoyed 
ia learning the trades' ot tajloung, 
and shoe-making, but attend the 
schools for ihstiuction one hour and 
a half diifiHg the early pait of each 
day ; the same number, and of a 
similar dcscriptidn, attended' alternately 
to mstriictimi and agntultuiie, that 
most healthful and useful of all em- 
ployments, three days in the vvcek 
heitig alternately assigned to each in 
the Ta/st year ; tWenty-eight of them, 
with the asswtaiwe of a gardener and 
two laboui'ers, cultivated nineteen 
acres undfer garden and farm, which 
piotiticed not only an abundant sup- 
ply of potatoe>, cabbage, turnips, and 
other vegetables for the use of the 
s>diools, and valued at four bandied 
and ciglity-six pounds ten shdhii;»s, 
but a surplus for sale, which, includ- 
ing young tiecs, produced two hundred 
and sixteen pounds seven sbill'mgs 
pSxA three pence in the same' year;' 
the expense of cultivation was one 
lnj-ndrio and fifty-three pounds six 
shillings and eteyen pence, which, as 
the farm is rent-free, leaves 4 clear 
profit III Its fevour of five hundreVl 
and forty-nine pounds ten shillings 
aftd two pence. halfpenny, or twenty 
c%ht pounds eighteen' shillings and 
^ve pence per acie; and this piont, 
oxceeding tliat of the preceding year 
by fifty-ftine pounds six shillings and 
three pence, appears to be m a pro- 
gfesistlre siae. 



While these boys are employed in 
preparing the giound for crops, in 
planting cabbages and potatoes, and 
ploughing out the latter, their la.bour 
may be estimated at sixpence per 
day each on an average ; at other 
seasons they are employed at hoeing, 
weeding, &c. wbich are of little value, 
save in their tendency to promote 
good health. The boys employed 
as shoemakers not having as yet at- 
tained to any considerable degree ©f 
proficiency in their trade, the average 
value of tiieir labour cannot be esti- 
mated at more than twenty pence 
per *eek each, and the same may be 
affirmed of the boys employed as tay lors, 

1 he course ot instruction for the 
feraate children i5 similar to that of 
the boys, except that a part ot their 
time (s necessarily employed in woiks 
suitable to their sex ; they are taught 
to make their own clothes, and to 
knit and mend stockings for them- 
selves and the boys, they make up 
all the Imen for ■the institution, and 
assist in doing the house business j 
thus the advantage of these vawous 
occupations must appear ma favour- 
able point of view, when we consider, 
that the saving produced to the insti- 
tution in the articles of provisions 
and clothing by the children's labour 
IS not inconsiderable, and that the in- 
struction and improvement acquired 
m these several trades and manufac- 
tures must render them useful, and 
of course desuable apprentices. 

The expence of clothing a boy is 
estimated at two pounds sixteen shill- 
ings and one penny, of a girl at two 
pounds nineteen shillings and one pen- 
ny, and the diet of a boy or girl at 
seven pounds four shillings and seven 
pence each; the childienare appren- 
tiped at the age of fourteen and up- 
waixls, the males to taylors, shoeraakersi 
weavers, smiths, and as s:ervants, &c» 
the females to mantuamakers, glovers, 
iibband weavers, and milliners, &c. 
Ss servants, &c. the children appren- 
ticed to tiatles teceive no bounty, 
those given as servants receive fiom 
their master or mistress a bounty of 
^ve pounds at the expiiation of their 
apprenticeships. 

i he Officers of the Institution, with 
their lespeciive salaries, are, a com- 
inanditnt, three hundred pounds per 
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annum, a chaplain, who-i» inspector of 
educaiion one hundred and fifty pounds, 
adjutant and steward one hundred and 
eighty two pounds ten shilhngs, 
a surgeon one bundled pounds, a secre- 
tary eighty pounds, and an acting treasut^ 
er eighty pounds ; the thiee last, who 
are not resident in the house, have 
no other allowance ; the former, ex- 
clusively of their apartments, have a 
sufficient allowance of coals, candies, 
ioap and vegetables, 

'1 he ins'truction of the children is 
committed, under the direction of the 
cbaplatii, to a serjeant-major of instruc- 
tion, uilh SIX Serjeant assistants, and 
to a matron, with three school mis- 
ti esses ; a serjeant master taylor, a Ser- 
jeant master shoemaker, and a serjeant 
master gardner instruct such boys as 
are selected for that purpose in iheir 
respective trades ; for the salaries and 
allowance of these, and also of the 
servants belonging td the iiistitutioti 
■we refer to Appendix, No. 7. 

A new arrangement of the officers 
and servants of the institution took 
place on 5th of January last, when 
their number was mcieased, and the 
amount of theirsalaries augmented fiom 
one thousand and nineteen pounds one 
shilling and sixpence, to sixteen hun- 
dred and fifty six pounds sixteen shil- 
ling* and tour pence, with propoilional 
allowances ; their emoluments are cer- 
tainly liberal though not profuse, none 
appear to be superfluous, and from the 
ordei, regularity, neatness, and clean- 
liness that pervade every part of the 
establishment, it is obvious that they 
perform their respective duties. 
The following is a Stattment qfthepre- 

sent income of the Society. 
Interest of IS^OO, five per cent, go- /. s. d. 
vcrnment Debentures 145 .— — 

Moiety of the Cartow eitate, left by the 
late Henry Wadille, esq. to the Hi- 
berman and Manne Societies in 
equal moieties 15 2 lOh 

Interest at three per cent, on ; 3,000, 
the beciucit of the late Mrs. Wolfe of 
England; this v^as si^bjeet to certain 
attuuities, but the annuitants being 
now dead, it will be handed over to 
the Institution, the interest bemgr 
subject to the English income tax of 
10 per cent, produces only 81 — . «. 

Profit of the farm, which larent ftee, 

deducting cxpence of cultivation B0 10 Sh 
Church collccti ons , in a declining j-tate, 

produced la»t year 14 « Ih 

Calves and firy cows sold last year 74 Id 8 

Ke^uests, donations, and suhscnptions 
•n an^verasreofthelasteiglit years, 
rraduceiliattuall]r 
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To the above we must add parlia- 
mentary graiit>, which in the last eight 
yeais have gradually increased from 
tour thousand three bundled and fouy- 
one pounds four shillings, to iouiteen 
thousand five hundred ant) eight pounds 
three shillings and eieveii pelice half- 
penny neit. I he following table, form- 
ed fiom materials supplied by the 
governors, exhibitsageiieidl view of the 
lijiids whether fixed oi casual, witli 
the expendituie lor each of the ia'it 
eight yeais, ami as the sums latterly 
expended on adxhtional buildings have 
been very consideiable, these are par- 
ticular!} specified. 

From the annexed table it appears, 
that the average annual expense of 
one child has, in consequence of the 
rise in the puce of theiiecessaues of 
life, gradually risen in the i^st eight 
yeais from nine pounds eighteen shil- 
lings and fourpence to fifteen pounds 
fifteen shillings and tenpeuce three 
farthings ; and that the average lot 
the eight yeais is thirteen pounds se- 
ven shiUuigs and thiee peace: as, 
however the new ariangement in the 
oflScei-s and seivants ot the msiitutior* 
has caused an additional expence ih 
salaiiesot six hundred and thiity-seve« 
pounds fourteen sliillings and ten 
pence, excluMve of nureased allow- 
ances, the average expence j ot one 
child will piobably m future excrrd 
eighteen pounds p^r annum ; aud it 
may be necessai y to obstrve, that po- 
tatoes and oilier vegetables pioducetl 
by the farm, and valued last year at 
tour hundred and eighty-six poiimU 
ten shillings, and milk supplied fiui.i 
cows pastured gratis in the Phajnis: 
jPdik, are not included m this esU- 
mate 

It appears also, that in the same pe. 
riod the income of the society ex- 
ceeded the expenditure by the sum of 
seven thousand nine hundred and 
thirty five pounds two pence faithniiJ, 
ot which sum six thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty pounds fourteen shillings, 
and ten pence appeared lo be lu 
tne bank ot the rigiit hojiouiable Da- 
vid Latouehe and coinpdn)(wlio act 
giatuitously as tieasuiers) on the yk 
of January 1809 , a circumstance whuii 
indicates ibe prudent econom) of ilie 
goveinori. 
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In consequence of the existing and 
probable future state ot Euiope, a 
respectable standing army has become 
necessary to these Islands, and it ap- 
pears desirable that eveiy reasonable 
inducement should be held oUt to the 
boys of this and similar institutions 
to volunteer into the troops of the 
line; this is a favourable idea with 
the present governors, whose arrange* 
nients are obviously calculated to im- 
press martial ideas, and inspire an 
early taste for a military life; the 
ofHcers, masteis, and assistants are 
distinguished by military appellations; 
the classes are called companies, are 
regularly drilled, perforin all their 
evolutions by beat of drum, and are 
judiciously encouraged by the com- 
mandant in running, leaping, and such 
other exercises as pioduce agility of 
liody and firmness of nerves. It must be 
observed, however, that though m the 
ten last years three hundred and seventy 
boys were apprenticed, twenty three 
only were duposed of in this desira- 
ble' manner ; but this perhaps is to 
be imputed not so much to a disin- 
clination to this kne of life, as to a 
defect in the former charter, to the 
framers of which this idea did not oc- 
cur; this defect however has in the 
last charter been obviated, the gover, 
nors are now empoweied to place 
such boys as voluntarily prefer the 
service, in the troops of the line, 
where they are entitled to the bounty 
allowed lo volunteers by his Majesty's 
regulations; the education which they 
receive here must have a tendency lo 
render them competent to fill the sta- 
tions of petty officeis in the array, 
and might it not be judicious to hold 
out to tlie'm a hope of preferment to 
sUch stations at a proper age, as an 
additional stimulus. 

The expediency however of this 
change in the system of the esta- 
blishment has been questioned by 
many, and it must be acknowledged, 
that the parents of these children, 
where i>ucn exUt, almost univeisally 
prefer their being apprenticed to some 
trade, that may enable them to ap- 
qmre a futuie maintenance, to the 
lite of a soldier; it has been asserted 
also, that under the former system, 
the end for which the governors 
aie so anxious had beta in a 
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great measure attained, as nearly 
three-fourths of those who had re- 
ceived their education here, finally 
enlisted in the troops of the lir.e, 
bunging with them the useful tiades 
ofwhinithey had previously acquired 
a knowledge, and thus supplying the 
army with laylois, shoemakers, &c. 
However this may be, it is ceriaiii 
that the present rule of selecting 
usiiers for this institution from persons 
who had served in the army, although 
favouiable to the idea of introducing 
order and difciplme among the boys, 
may, unless the selection is made with 
great cafe, be productive of the 
worst consequences in a point of much 
greater importance, their moial and 
leligious instruction. '1 his precaution 
has unlorlunately not been attended 
to, and of the five assistant ushers at 
present in the schools, three wjic» 
have been in the army, though 
competent to teach rsading, writing 
and arithmetic, appeared on examina- 
tion to be totally ignorant «f the 
simplest principles ot the christian 
religion ; mucli may indeed be e,K- 
pecied from the zeal and energy of 
tfie chaplain, who is also superin- 
teiidant of education, but it is obvious 
that no possible exertion on his part 
can remedy the consequences ot so 
deplorable a deficiency in his assistants, 
where the number to be instructed is 
so consideiable: and it is, we may 
presume, from a conviction of this 
liuth that the governois have in the 
last appomtment of an usher departed 
fiom tlieir usual rule*, and thus pro- 
cured a peison competent lo discharge 
every part of his duty. 

In decency ot manners and regu- 
laiily of conduct, the children of tJie 
Hibernian School are not inferior to 
those in anj of our pubh9 hislitutions, 
while in the appeaiance of healtli 
and vi^nlf, tney seem to possess a de- 
cided superioiHy ; tins is obviously 
the rcaidt ot much care and attenttoo 
in the conductors ot this rhaiity, who, 
no doubt, will evince an equal an- 
xiety for the mental impioveaienl of 

* f he last usher appointed (John Chdiles) 
was procuiedtioai tlve foundling hospital, 
wliere he had filled the saint (iepartinnic 
with gieat abiUtv for some years, under 
the direction oi ibi' Kev- 1>. ikI Mr. Mui i ay, 
Li 
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the objects of their c^re, by remov- 
ing whatever may be considered as a 
serious obstruUion to the superinten- 
tlint of education in discharge ot the 
very important trust reposed in him. 

J lie emulation excited in the various 
charitable seminaries in Uiis city and 
its vicinity, which ai-e in the iiabit of 
sending t'heir children to the aniuiai 
catechetical examinations establish- 
ed by " the society for discounten- 
ancing v.ce and promoting the know- 
ledge and practice of the christian 
1 ehgion," has been productive of the 
most happy consequences ; and it is 
to be lamented that any of our cha- 
ritable institutions should decline, to 
paiticipate in an advantage, the value 
of which has been' so decidedly as- 
certained by the experience of fifteen 
successive years. "I'be answering at 
these examinations is, to every per. 
son anxious for the ditfusion of reli- 
gion* knowledge among the children 
of the poor, truly interesting ; the 
e'mulafioif, not only among the chil- 
dren, but among the masters, mis- 
tresses, and assistatits, \) ho feel them- 
selves deeply interested for the credit 
of their respective establishments, has 
produced a general progressive im- 
provement) and we trust, that so re- 
spectable an institution as the Hiber- 
nian School will not, by declining 
s»ch a trial, leave room for a suspicion 
of conscious inferiority, 
fJouHfii Chamber, Diiblm Castle, } 

Septemlier'i\st. \S(I9. ^ (Sti^ned) 



Wm. Armagh. 
Gro. Hall,, Provost, 
Jas, Verscboylb 
Bean of St. Patrick'! 
William Disney 

RiCHD' L. EoeKWOKTH 
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Tor the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

HAVING formerly offered some 
observations respecting the ma- 
nagement of bees, I shall now take the 
iiberty of making some additional re- 
marks on that subject. 

The season is now come, when the 
proprietor of Ibebees is to receive from 
his apiaryv part of the produce ol the 
spring and utiintner; and here, two sub- 
jects vf consideration present themselves 
to view. First, in wlmt manner 
are the bees to be robbed of their 
■wax and honey ? And second^ which 



the best time for doing se( > The usu- 
al mode adopted in this country, for 
accomplishing the first object, is to 
destroy the bees, by the fumes of 
burning sulphur. Besides the cruelty 
which there seems to be, m destroy- 
ing those industrious and generous in- 
sects, in order to reap the fruit of 
their labours, the impolicy of it argues 
strongly against the praetice. Would 
it not be for the interest of the pro- 
prietor, to save bis bees, in order 
that his stock might increase frons 
year to year? and with tins view, 
should be not endeavour to find out 
somti expedient for saving the be«s, 
at the tame time that be might possess 
himself of part of their store } 

Mr. Wildman directs that after a 
swarm has been put into one of his 
straw skeps, (which aie not made of a 
Conical shape, as is usual at present, 
but cylindrical, that one skep may just 
fit another, and may r«st on it, when 
r^equired) another of the sam^ size shall 
be put over it, that the bees may 
have sufficient room to work. If ne- 
cessary, a third may be added, that 
the bees may have every encourage- 
ment to collect an abundant stock. 
Alter the working season is over, Mr. 
Wildman diiects that the wpper skep, 
which the bees will have filled with 
wax and honey, be taken away, they 
having retired into the skep below, 
wlieie they resolve taking »p their 
residence for the Winter. They will 
thus be canfined to a comparatively 
9«)all space, whkh is most suitable for 
tihem, <Juring the winter season. But 
care must be lfakei),to observerfrom 
time to time, in what state they are 
(nwn told^ or from scarcity or pro- 
visions, IB the early part of spring, 
when the cUanging^ season calls forth 
their eneigies, and again invites them 
to the Jielas For they diould be ra- 
ther plentifully supplied than other, 
wise, as they will thus be more for- 
ward in spring and ultimately yield a 
greater increase. 

A fitervd of mine proposes to adopt- 
a plan m some respects similar to the 
above. He has constructed a large 
case of deals sufficient to contaip eight 
or ten hives. Ihis opens wfe'Hfo! drag 
doors from behind, and is tmttd to 
about a foot and a half &e)n the 
grouad. Having recwved aswarra iii 



